
[image: image1.png]Ohio
Consumers
for

Health
Coverage



[image: image2.wmf]
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:                                              CONTACT:    

Tuesday, November 22, 2011                                             
Cathy Levine & 
Col Owens

                                                                                           
	MEDIA STATEMENT


The following is the statement of Cathy Levine and Col Owens, co-chairs of Ohio Consumers for Health Coverage, on the failure of Super Committee to reach an agreement.
“Much good could have come from a Super Committee agreement. However, it was evident to us that the Super Committee lacked the resolve to deal with tough issues without imposing devastating cuts to Medicaid, Medicare, and other programs that provide security to Ohio families during hard times.  For the many Ohioans who rely on these programs, we are breathing a collective sigh of relief.  

But we remain concerned that the so-called “sequestration” process that would impose $1.2 trillion in deficit reduction, will impose severe hardship on Ohio’s working families, the unemployed, and other vulnerable people. With more than one  in four Ohio households with children reporting that they did not have enough money to buy food at some time during the previous twelve months, we cannot afford federal spending reductions that impact nutrition, housing, energy assistance, or other programs that keep Ohio families from unspeakable hardships. 
We continue to urge Congress to reduce health spending, in the short run, by weeding out low-value and improper spending such as payments for preventable errors and excess payments to pharmaceutical companies. In the longer run, efforts to reduce public spending must be accompanied by reductions in the cost of private health insurance and improvements in the health of the American people. 

The Affordable Care Act represents a long-overdue commitment to health security for the American people and will help reduce our deficit and constrain rising health care costs. Cuts to Medicaid and Medicare will undermine these efforts. Now is not the time to turn back.”

Ohio Consumers for Health Coverage is a nonpartisan coalition uniting the diverse consumer voice with the goal of achieving affordable, high quality health care for all. Our membership includes AFSCME Council 8 AFL-CIO, American Cancer Society East Central Division, Faith Community Alliance of Greater Cincinnati, Legal Aid Society of Southwest Ohio, National Alliance for Mental Illness of Ohio, National Multiple Sclerosis Society Ohio Chapters, Ohio Alliance for Retired Americans, Ohio Asian American Health Coalition, The Ohio Association of Centers for Independent Living, Ohio Council of Churches, Progress Ohio, Service Employees International Union District 1199, Toledo Area Jobs with Justice Coalition, United Food and Commercial Workers Local 1059, UHCAN Ohio, and We Are The Uninsured. 
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